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REMARKS 

Applicants note the Examiner's reasoning for breaking up the claims originally 
filed in the present application. Applicants also note that the search parameters for all of 
the claims in the application are essentially the same, therefore requiring merely one 
search in order to handle all of the claims in this application. It is applicants' position 
that the Examiner's reasoning regarding his assertion of independence and distinctness is 
questionable at best. In each case the Examiner relies upon the statement that "the 
combination does not require the particulars of the sub-combination", reasoning that i£ 
for example, one drive means does not require an input shaft the search would be distinct 
and therefore burdensome. Budren is, of course, the reason for having restriction 
practice. 

Applicants believe that the Examiner is engaging in an overly structured 
application of restriction practice. The Examiner will not be burdened by examining all 
of the claims of this application at one time since the search required of the Examiner for 
any of these groups of claims will encompass the other groups of claims. For example, 
claim 18 is related to an inventive component and shares at least some patentable features 
with claim 1, which is directed to a combination of the inventive component of claim 18 
together with other components. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider the five different 
groups he has set forth in this action and withdraw this requirement 

In the event the Examiner has any queries regarding the instantly submitted 
Amendment, Applicant's attorney respectfully requests the courtesy of a telephone 
conference to discuss any matters in need of attention. 
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In the event that there are any fees due with respect to this Response, Applicants* 
attorney respectfully requests that such fees be withdrawn from Deposit Account No. 06- 
1130. 

Respectfully submitted, 



CANTO! 



Date: October 28, 2004 




javid A. Fox 
Registration No. 38,807 
55 Griffin Road South, Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Telephone:(860) 286-2929 
Facsimile (860) 286-01 15 
Customer No. 23413 
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